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General guidelines for reading of Tora and Haftara on weekdays
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the afternoon service, three people read
from the Torah; one may neither
decrease the number of readers nor add
to them. And one does not conclude
with a reading from the Prophets
[haftara] on these occasions
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Minhag to read Haftara with Shabbat Mincha
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So can one read a Haftara with Shabbat Mincha after all?
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The Minhag of the ancient Chinese Jews of Kaifeng

But besides the Minfihah there are the terms
Mocd Newmah and Muphtar Minhhah. When
Domenge inguired the signification of these he
was unable to seize the meaning of the reply,
owing to their Chinese pronunciation of Hebrew
word:

James Finn, The jews in China, p. 47. James Finn was an English diplomat, writing
about the Jews in Kaifeng (1843). Neumah = Nechama; Muphtar Minhah = Maftir
Mincha. Note that the ancients Jews in China seem to have come from Persia, so
probably adhered to the Persian minhagim described by Hai Gaon and Natronay
Gaon.

The Minhag of the ancient Italian Jews (Nusach Roma)
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Shibole Haleket is an important 13th century Italian book of customs and Halacha
We may conclude that the Haftara and readings from the prophets in general are a
vivid expression of the themes of redemption (7¥”) and consolation (777172)



11. The background of 'Uva Letsiyon'

12.  Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Shacharit, nYsn y’71n 72 L,TIDWR NTO
Concluding Prayers, Uva Letzion 3 A ]1’317 XA ,ﬂ’?’Dn oyo ,MInw
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God... And You, Holy One, are . -
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they receive [sanction] one from another,

and say, Holy in the highest heights of na n}rz?y R W2
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power; holy forever and to all eternity— is
God of hosts; the whole earth is filled with
the radiance of His glory.
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14. It emerges that X0 P¥% X2 is a remnant of a daily reading from the prophets at

the end of the shacharit service, that in the words of the gemara in Sota 49a helps
to sustain a world that otherwise seems to be cursed.

15. The main source in the Talmud on Kaddish and the related 'Uva Letsiyon' practice
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[Sota 9:12] Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel says that Rabbi Yehoshua
testified: From the day the Temple was
destroyed there is no day that does not
include some form of curse... [Sota 49a]
But if everything is deteriorating, why
does the world continue to exist? The
Gemara answers: By the sanctification
that is said after the order, and by the
response: Let His great name be blessed,
etc., which is recited after the study of
aggada.
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- Now that the Temple is destroyed, the only way to come close to the Presence of

God is by studying Tora

- Therefore, precisely after a study session is it appropriate to sanctify God

- Just as it formerly was the Temple service that sustained the world, it is now the

studying of Tora that allows Jewish life and the world at large to continue.

Moreover it is a source of consolation

- Kaddish was said after a Derasha with Agadda, Uva Letsiyon after studying

Tanach with Targum (therefore named Kedusha DeSidra = Seder Limmud)

Important factors that played a role in popularizing the practice of reading
Haftarah / Uva Letsiyon (when no Haftarah is read):
- Emphasizing the continuity between Torah, Prophets (and later Jewish

tradition)

- Offering consolation, hence a particular focus on readings from Yeshayahu

There seems to be a connection with the former minhag of saying a Haftarah of

Nechemta at Shabbat Mincha, with the current minhag of saying of Uva Letsiyon

Go'eel at the beginning of Shabbat Mincha (or wider selections of prophetic verses

as still in Nusach Roma)
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Machzor Keminhag Roma, first print, Soncino, 1485, p31A

Prophetic readings prior to Shabbat Mincha
(This was the first printed siddur in world history)
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